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3.4 Targeted Microbat Assessment
3.4.1 Cliff Line Habitat Assessment

Cliff lines within the Proposed Direct Impact Area and surrounds were investigated for their suitability for
roosting and/breeding by threatened micro-bat species, in particular EPBC Act listed large-eared pied bat
(Chalinolobus dwyeri).

UCC's modelled cliff line mapping was consulted to determine the locations of potential cliff line habitat in
proximity to the Proposed Direct Impact Area and within the wider Potential Indirect Impact Area.
Modelled cliff line mapping is shown on Figure 3.10, along with the locations of two known breeding sites
for the large-eared pied-bat.

In the Proposed Direct Impact Area, habitat assessment identified potentially suitable roosting habitat in
Areas 1, 2 and 4. Area 1 traverses a section of low sandstone boulders and outcropping. This and
other rocky habitat runs through the proposed Ulan West Underground Mine Modification area, south of
the Area 1 Direct Impact Area, although none of these officially confirm to ‘cliff lines’ (i.e. all lower than
10m). Examples of the rocky habitats in Area 1 are shown on Photo 3.1 and Photo 3.2. No evidence of
microbats was observed during searches however very small overhangs and caves are present which are
potentially suitable roosting habitat of low quality, which could only support small numbers. No habitats
suitable as large maternity roosts were identified.
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Photo 3.2 Example of low sandstone outcropping, near Q18, Area 1
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