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Variation of conditions attached to approval  

Meander Dam Project, Meander Valley, Tasmania (EPBC 2002/565)  

This decision to vary conditions of approval is made under section 143 of the Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

Approved action 

approval holder Tasmanian Irrigation Pty Ltd (formerly Rivers and Water Supply 

Commission) 

ABN: 95 722 799 075 

approved action Construction and operation of the Meander Dam in the Meander Valley, 

Tasmania. 

See EPBC Act referral 2002/565. 

period for which the 
approval has effect 

This approval has effect until 1 September 2103  

Variation 

variation of 
conditions attached 
to approval 

The variation is: 

Delete conditions 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 attached to the approval and 

substitute with the conditions specified in the table below. 

Add new conditions 8, 9 and 10 specified in the table below. 

Revoke condition 3 specified in the table below. 

Add new definitions of audit report, business day, compliance report, 

Department, EPBC Act, independent, independent audit, Minister, 

Spotted-tail Quoll, suitably qualified ecologist, suitably qualified expert, 

Swift Parrot and Tasmanian Wedge-tailed Eagle specified in the table 

below. 

Delete the definitions of compensatory habitat and corridor habitat and 

substitute with the conditions specified in the table below. 

Revoke the definition of approved action specified in the table below. 

date of effect This variation has effect on the date this instrument is signed. 
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Person authorised to make decision 

name and position Brendan Linton-Smith 
A/g Branch Head 
Environment Assessments (Vic and Tas) and Post Approvals 

signature 

 

date of decision 24 January 2025 
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date of decision conditions attached to approval 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

1) To monitor, avoid and mitigate impacts to the Spotted-tail  

Quoll as a result of the action, the approval holder must  

submit a Quoll Management Plan to the department for the  

Minister’s approval. The Plan must be prepared by a suitably 

qualified ecologist and must: 

a. provide compensatory habitat by either: 

i. Identifying an area of existing Spotted-tail  

Quoll denning and foraging habitat to  

manage for conservation, or 

ii. Identifying an area suitable for rehabilitation  

to create Spotted-tail Quoll denning and 

 foraging habitat, 

b. detail measures to manage the Spotted-tail Quoll  

habitat, with specific regard to Spotted-tail Quoll  

habitat requirements, identified in the Plan; 

c. detail measures to manage the corridor habitat for  

the Spotted-tail Quoll with specific regard to  

Spotted-tail Quoll habitat requirements, 

d. include a monitoring schedule designed to detect the 

impacts of the action on the Spotted-tail Quoll, 

e. include a schedule to report on the results of the 

monitoring to the department, and 

f. include commitments to continue monitoring if a  

decline in the Spotted-tail Quoll is identified. 

The monitoring schedule must include targeted Spotted-tail 

Quoll surveys. These surveys must be undertaken at least 

once every three years. The first targeted survey must be 

undertaken prior to 30 November 2024 by a suitably 

qualified ecologist. Subsequent surveys must be 

undertaken by either a suitably qualified ecologist or a 

suitably qualified expert, and the survey results analysed by 

a suitably qualified ecologist.  

The approval holder must commence implementing the 

Quoll Management Plan, submitted to the Minister for 

approval, in writing at least by 1 January 2025 and must 

continue to implement the plan until the expiry date of this 

approval. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed  
2) During the period between 1 August and 1 February in 

any given financial year, the approval holder must not 
undertake construction activities related to the action 
within: 
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a. 1000 metres of a Tasmanian Wedge-tailed Eagle 
nest site if the nest site is visible from the site of 
the activities; or 

b. 500 metres of a Tasmanian Wedge-tailed Eagle nest 
site if the nest site is not visible from the site of the 
construction activities. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 
3) REVOKED 

 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 
4) The approval holder may, at any time, apply to the Minister 

for a variation to the Quoll Management Plan approved by 

the Minister by submitting an application in accordance 

with the requirements of section 143A of the EPBC Act. If 

the Minister approves a revised Quoll Management Plan 

then, from the date specified, the approval holder must 

implement the revised plan in place of the previous plan. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 
5) If the Minister believes that it is necessary or desirable for 

the better protection of Spotted-tail Quoll, the Minister 

may request the approval holder make specified revisions to 

the Quoll Management Plan and to submit the revised plan 

for the Minister’s approval.  The approval holder must 

comply with any such request. If the Minister approves a 

revised plan pursuant to this condition, the approval holder 

must implement that plan instead of the plan as originally 

approved. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 
6) If, at any time after 5 years from the date of this approval, 

the Minister notifies the approval holder in writing that the 

Minister is not satisfied that there has been substantial 

commencement of construction of the Meander Dam, 

construction of the Dam must not thereafter be 

commenced.  

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 
7) To compensate for the loss of habitat for the Swift Parrot, 

the approval holder must implement, by 30 November 2008, 

the shrubby Swamp Gum (Eucalyptus ovata) forest offset 

and complementary planting measures referred to in the 

Deed of Agreement with the Tasmanian Forest Practices 

Authority at Annexure A, dated 30 October 2006. The 

approval holder must provide to the department: 

 
a. details on the location and condition of the area(s) 

to be offset; 
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b. copies of covenant documents for each offset area; 
and 

 

c. details on the location of and methodology for the 
complementary planting program. 

This information must be provided to the department by 

the end of December 2008. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

8) The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for 

each 12-month period following 30 June 2024, or as 

otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister. Each 

compliance report must be submitted electronically to the 

department within 60 business days following the end of 

the 12-month period for which that compliance report is 

required, and be consistent with the Annual Compliance 

Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia 2014. Each 

compliance report must include accurate and complete 

details of: 

a. compliance and any non-compliance with the 

conditions and the commitments made in the 

approved Quoll Management Plan, and any event 

which has the potential to, or does, cause any 

measurable direct or indirect disturbance or 

deleterious change as a result of any activity 

associated with the action to EPBC Act listed 

threatened species. 

b. how the Quoll Management Plan is being 

implemented. 

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the department’s website. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 
9) The approval holder must ensure that an independent audit 

of compliance with the conditions is conducted for every 

three-year period from 30 June 2024 until this approval 

expires, unless otherwise specified in writing by the 

Minister. Each audit report must: 

 
a. report for the three-year period preceding that 

audit report, and 
 
b. be completed to the satisfaction of the Minister and 

be consistent with the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Independent 

Audit and Audit Report Guidelines, Commonwealth 

of Australia 2019. 
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As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 
10) For each independent audit, the approval holder must: 

 
a. Provide the name and qualifications of the 

nominated independent auditor, the draft audit 

criteria, and proposed timeframe for submitting the 

audit report to the department prior to 

commencing the independent audit. 

 

b. Only commence the independent audit once the 

nominated independent auditor, audit criteria and 

timeframe for submitting the audit report have 

been approved in writing by the department. 

 

c. Submit the audit report to the department for 

approval within the timeframe specified and 

approved in writing by the department. 

 

date of decision definitions attached to approval  

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Approved action - REVOKED 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Audit report means a written report of compliance and fulfilment of 

the conditions attached to this approval, objectively evaluated 

against the audit criteria approved by the department. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Business day means a day that is not a Saturday, a Sunday or a 

public holiday in Tasmania. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Compensatory Habitat means Spotted-tail Quoll habitat that is 

managed for denning and foraging to compensate for habitat lost or 

damaged through inundation of natural habitat by construction or 

operation of the Meander Dam. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Compliance report means a written report of compliance with, and 

fulfilment of, the conditions attached to the approval. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Corridor Habitat means Spotted-tail Quoll habitat that links 

remnant vegetation between eastern Tasmania and the Great 

Western Tiers with forested habitat to the north and west, for the 

purpose of allowing gene flow between Spotted-tail Quoll 

populations. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Department means the Australian Government agency responsible 

for administering the EPBC Act. 
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As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

EPBC Act means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (Cth). 

Variation dated 

22/04/2004 
Environmental Flow Regime - REVOKED 

 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Independent means does not have any individual, or by 

employment or family affiliation, conflicting or competing interests 

with the approval holder; the approval holder’s staff, 

representatives or associated persons; or the project, including any 

personal, financial, business or employment relationship, other than 

receiving payment for undertaking the role for which the condition 

requires and independent person. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Independent audit means an audit conducted by an independent 

and suitably qualified person as detailed in the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Independent Audit 

and Audit Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia 2019. 

 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Minister means the Australian Government Minister administering 

the EPBC Act, including any delegate thereof. 

Original dated 18/09/2003 Operation means the extraction of water from the Meander Dam 

for commercial or public use. The Dam becomes operational upon 

the commencement of such extraction. 

Variation dated 

22/04/2004 

Relevant Area - REVOKED 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Spotted-tail Quoll means the EPBC Act listed threatened species 

Dasyurus maculatus maculatus (Tasmanian population). 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Suitably qualified ecologist (for the purpose of undertaking 

environmental surveys) means a person who has relevant 

professional qualifications and at least 3 years of work experience 

designing and implementing surveys for Spotted-tail Quoll and can 

give an authoritative assessment and advice on the presence of 

Spotted-tail Quoll using relevant protocols, standards, methods 

and/or literature. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Suitably qualified expert (for the purpose of undertaking 

environmental surveys) means a person who has relevant 

professional qualifications and at least three years experience 

working in ecology and who has been trained by a suitably qualified 

ecologist and has at least one years’ experience in designing and 

implementing surveys for Spotted-tail Quoll and can give an 
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authoritative assessment and advice on the presence of Spotted-tail 

Quoll using relevant protocols, standards, methods and/or 

literature.   

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Swift Parrot means the EPBC Act listed threatened species 

Lathamus discolor. 

As varied on the date this 

instrument was signed 

Tasmanian Wedge-tailed Eagle means the EPBC Act listed 

threatened species Aquila audax fleayi. 

 

date of decision Annexure  

Variation dated 

08/11/2006 

Annexure 1 -Tasmanian Deed of Agreement Dated 30th October 

2006 between Rivers and Water Supply Commission and Forest 

Practices Authority 
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